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The Challenge
Education is one of the African American community’s 
most enduring values and greatest challenges.

Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit Incentive Award is a way 
to encourage our youth to give their best in school. 
Through this program we have in our hands the means 
to help our students become more successful by inspir-
ing them to achieve at higher levels of excellence. 

It is in our best interest to invest in student achievement 
and tomorrow’s leadership.

Vision
The Tacoma and Pierce County African American 
community envisions a world where all children can 
learn if the process of learning is supported and 
reinforced by caring adults.

Program
Established in 1995, the Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit 
Incentive Award Program was created to recognize and 
honor African American youth achievement in Tacoma 
and Pierce County. Academic excellence, community 
involvement, and good citizenship are honored with 
an incentive award of $350. Youth in 9th, 10th and 
11th grades are eligible for an award each year at our 
annual community celebration on the third Saturday of 
September.
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21ST Century Standards
– Skills
– Competencies
– Values

(Productive & Contributing Citizens)

Academic & Technical Scholarships
(Graduating High School Seniors)

Recognition & Merit Incentive Awards
(For Academic Achievement / Excellence,  

Community Involvement & Good Citizenship)

Founding Community Partners
Prince Hall Masons, Washington

Tacoma Branch NAACP
Tacoma Ministerial Alliance

Tacoma Pierce County Black Collective
Tacoma Urban League Guild
Tacoma Urban League, Inc.

ORGANIZATIONS
SUPREME ELDERS ($1,500 & above)

Puyallup School District Administrators & Staff
Shiloh Baptist Church

Tacoma Black Firefighters
Tacoma Ministerial Alliance

Tacoma Pierce County Black Collective
Tacoma Branch NAACP

GRAND ELDERS ($1,000 to $1,200)
Bethlehem Baptist Church

Shiloh Baptist Church Elizabeth Wesley Circle
Tacoma Delta Foundation

ELDERS ($500 to $800)
PEARS People Empowerment and Renewal Services

Prince Hall Masons of Washington
Tacoma Delta Sigma Thea Sorority, Inc.

Tacoma Urban League Guild
University Place Admin. Team
United Way of Pierce County

MESSENGERS ($365 to $425)
New Salem Baptist Church

STORYTELLERS ($125 to $300)
ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, Inc.

Black Womens Caucus of Washington Area 3

CORPORATE/BUSINESS 
SUPREME ELDERS ($1,500 & above)

Ben Bridge
Columbia Bank

KeyBank Foundation
Making A Difference Foundation

Tacoma Public Utilities

GRAND ELDERS ($1,000 to $1,200) 
Commencement Bank 

ELDERS ($500 to $800) 
Inclusive Data LLC 

Messengers ($365 to $425) 
Genuine Auto Glass of Puyallup
Genuine Auto Glass of Tacoma

MA’s House of Fitness
Reggie Johnson Insurance Agency

Scott Funeral Home 

Storytellers ($125 to $300) 
JD Associates, LLC. And Talented Youth Incubator

VILLAGERS ($10 to $100)
Tony Brooks Insurance Agency, Inc.

Harkness Furniture
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Revenue/Expense Report
January–December 31, 2022

2022 Revenue	
Corporate/Business  
    Contributions	 17,810
Individual Contributions	 66,947
Organization Contributions	 10,690
Interest Income	 7
Scholarships	 26,950
Total Revenue	 $122,404

2022 Expenses	
Operating Expenses	 30,438
Incentive Awards	 40,600
Scholarships Paid	 3,500
Total Expenses	 $74,538
Net Revenue	 $47,866
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VILLAGERS ($10 to $100)
Dr. Barbara Allison-Simpson

Dani Baker
Juhi Bhatia

Christopher & Leslie Boyle
Linda Briggs

Martha Brown
Sari J. Burnett
Joseph Byrne

Nalisha Carter
Suzanne Cella
Yanah G. Cook
David Couch

Michelle Davis-Lockett
Patricia Davis

Amie Day
Mabel Edmonds

Bernice Fox
Wally & Dana Fox
Joshua J. Garcia
Theresa Garrison

Sarah Gillspie
Cecilia Golston

Audra Goodman
Madonna Hanna

Judith Harris
Gloria Hudson (IMO Tony 

Hudson)
Julie Hunter
John Huson

Nicole Jansen
Laurie Jinkins & Laura Wulf

Charlene Jones
James Koroma
Richard Lasso

Jamie Lee
Carla Lambert
Steve Leilsen
Tina Limmer

G. Frances Lunsford (IMO Dan 
Lunsford)

Michael J. Mirra
Karen M. Mool
Oscar Morris

Milderd P. Neal
Nick Neil

Eric & Diana Odhiambo
James Ohlinger
Casey Pearce

Vincent J. Pecchia
Derrick Pete

Nancy L. Ploich
John Polm

Louis G. Prince Jr.
Angela Reed
Lisa Rowan

Darnell A. Shelton 
Anne Shouse Hoban

Dani Smith
Earl & Tasha Smith

Lindsay Spicer
Minister Alice Stanley

Nancy Stobel
Theresa Taft

Annebelle Tsuneyoshi
James L. Walton (IMO Marilyn 

Walton)
Gladys Williams
Lorraine Wilson
Matthew Young

Michelle I. Zimnisky

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS
Listed contributors reflect all donations and confirmed pledges  

received through December 31st, 2022 . 

SUPREME ELDERS ($1,500 and above)
Christina Blocker Family

William Durbin
Rodney D. Hagenbuch

Beverly Johnson (IMO George & Velma Johnson)
Merritt & Marsha Long
Kristin & Bard Luippold

Jerry McLaughlin
Lyle Quasim

Kimberly Richter Shirley
Felicia M. Thomas (IMO Eve Thomas)

James L. Walton (IMO Marilyn Walton)
Drs. William & Gail Weyerhaeuser

GRAND ELDERS ($1,000 to $1,200) 
Alexander & Susan Apostle

Paul & Dolores Apostle
Tony & Lori Apostle

Martha Davis
Claude Remy & Dr. Claire Spain-Remy

Dr. Charles & Shauna Weatherby
The Wilson Family (IMO Darrell D. Wilson, Past  

Elizabeth Wesley Recipient)

ELDERS ($500 to $800) 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Allen

David N. Boyd
Scott Breckenridge

G. W. Brewis - Anonymous
Sebrena M. Chambers

Gregory & Evelyn Christopher
Jay F. Cramer

Frank Cuthbertson
Bruce Dammeier

Bill & Jennie Dickens
Thomas & Sylvia Dixon

Darrell Edmonds
Phillip H. Gainey

Christopher Glover
Mentha Hynes
Linda Ishem

Jonathan L. Johnson
Dr. Barbara Lane

T’wina & JR Nobles
Aaron & Leona Pointer

Gail Alexis Ray
David Scott

Willie C. Stewart Jr.
Willie C. Stewart Sr.

Scarlett O. Watts
Colleen Waterhouse
Dorothy P. Williams

Wayne Williams

MESSENGERS ($365 to $425)
Debbra Baker
Larry G. Bonds
Yolonda Brooks
Jeff Chamberlin

Frank & Carol Garratt
Margaret Gilbert

Joseph & Mary Green
Rocelia Henderson

Benjamin Higgins, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony D. Isaacs

Charla James-Hutchison
Andrew Jones

Alberta Koehler
Charles & Connie Lassiter

William McKenzie
Robert Taylor

Wanda M. Thomas (IMO Eve Thomas)
Karl L. Williams

STORYTELLERS ($125 to $300)
Tom & Megan Adams
Marsha Batie-Hopkins

Delois M. Brown
Sharon D. Budd (IMO Tim Yeoman)

Kelly Carrick
Mr. & Mrs. Oscar F. Chambers, Sr.

Gregory & Evelyn Christopher (IMO Deacons Stephens, Hart & Hood)
Teresa Clifton

Darlene Conley
Ron Culpepper

Shawn Fox
Jesse Lee Goulston

Tory Green
John & Jayne Hofstrand

Della M. Holmes
Charles & Georgia James

Guy Kovacs
Lisa M. Kusche

Leilani T. Jackson Lee
Margaret Larkey
Priscillia Lisicich

Joyce & Virgil Loveday
Tamara Marcoe

ChaNell Marshall
Barbara Minnis
Eduardo Nunez

Gail Alexis Ray (IMO Carl Brown, Ella Mae Crawford,  
Dan Lunsford & Marilyn Walton)

Karey Richardson
Lisa Rodside

Daniel Seydel
Benson & Mable Thomas

Dorothy Toliver
James L. Walton

Deloris Ware
Mr. & Mrs. Glenfield Watkins

Rebecca Williams
Henry Yates

Mr. & Mrs. Glenfield Watkins

Dear contributors:

Thank you so much for your 
generous and gracious investment. 
Your contributions to the Elizabeth 
Wesley Youth Merit Incentive Award 
Program have enabled us to continue 
the celebration of African American 
student excellence and achievement 
for the last 27 years. 

We remain steadfast in the belief that 
achievement and character matters, and we 
have in our hands the means, will and desire 
to inspire our students to reach higher.

As you review the report, please know 
that a significant number of individuals, 
businesses and corporations, and community 
organizations joined to make it possible 
for us to recognize, honor and encourage 
more than 3,587 student scholars, since the 
academic year 1995 thru 1996 .

On behalf of all student achievers and their 
families, the Elizabeth Wesley Program, 
thanks you for being a faithful community 
partner.

Sincerely,

The Elizabeth Wesley Program
Executive Committee

Mail investment donations to:  
Elizabeth Wesley Program  

P.O. Box 110667, Tacoma, WA 98411
or

Visit online donation options at:
www.ewesleyaward.org


